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NARRATIVES FROM THE WAR 

in charge of 
Elisabeth Robinson Scovil 

Nursing Sisters Mary Brown, of Vancouver and Mary Lutwick 
of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, with three other nurses, have been 
awarded the military medal for bravery and devotion to duty during 
German air raids on casualty clearing stations and hospitals. There 
have been several bombardments of well-known, long established 
allied hospitals well behind the lines. In one case a brilliant flare was 
lighted by the enemy to make certain that the bombs should be ef- 
fectively dropped. Several nurses have been killed. 

During a recent march through London of 3000 American troops 
a veteran English officer looking at them said: "They have the cut 
of an infernally adequate lot of fighters: I would rather lead them 
than tackle them." Nearly every man was clean shaven, for young 
America, even more than young England, has lost the moustache 
habit. The march was witnessed by great crowds alive with en- 
thusiasm and delight. The King viewed them in front of Bucking- 
ham Palace. An English newspaper says, "The transport of Ameri- 
can troops across the Atlantic has been quicker than we dared to hope 
for. Better still, the quality of the officers and men has astounded 
the most competent judges. Germany will find herself in the last 
great fight faced by troops equal to the best Europe has ever pro- 
duced." 

Two American army nurses have received the English military 
medal and a personal letter from General Pershing, Evan Jean 
Parmales and Beatrice MacDonald of the Presbyterian General Hos- 
pital. Each continued to care for the wounded after herself being 
wounded by a bomb. The conduct of the nurses in the hospitals that 
have been bombed has been beyond praise. They went about attend- 
ing to the patients during the raids, cheering and encouraging them, 
without the slightest regard for their own safety. 

When the hospital ship Landovery Castle was torpedoed by the 
Germans off the coast of Ireland, twelve nurses were lost. The ship 
was returning to England after conveying a load of wounded to 
Canada; 234 persons perished. The Huns shelled the wreckage and 
the boat containing the nurses was drawn down in the whirlpool when 
the steamer sank. One boat with a few survivors escaped. The Huns 
did not succeed in "sinking without a trace." 

Belleau Wood has been officially named "Wood of the Americans" 
by the French. It is where the Americans helped to check the 
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Germans in one of their rushes for Paris. Louis Barthon, former 
President of the Council, in announcing the change of name said, "The 
Americans are brothers of our soldiers, who love them." 

In an attack on the Vaux positions, the Americans swept right 
through the enemy lines and could have continued going forward 
with the greatest ease, as virtually everything before them had been 
cleared. So great was the enthusiasm that the officers had difficulty 
in keeping them from going beyond the set objectives. 

King Albert and Queen Elizabeth of Belgium went to England 
in an airplane to be present at the celebration of the silver wedding 
anniversary of the King and Queen of England and returned safely 
in the same way. At a concert in London the royal couple stood in 
the front of the royal box, the King in khaki, the Queen in white, 
while the Belgians present sang their national anthem, shouted and 
wept. There were several thousand present and the scene was one 
of delirious enthusiasm. 

The supposedly magnificent gold cup given by the Kaiser as a 
yachting prize to an American yachtsman in 1905, when it was sent 
to the melting pot for the benefit of the Red Cross, turned out to be 
of pewter-gilt. 

At the medical military meeting, held during the session of the 
American Medical Association in Chicago, Colonel Herbert Bruce, a 
Canadian, said, "I cannot speak sufficiently highly of the magnificent 
work which American doctors and American nurses are doing. Be- 
fore leaving France, Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Sloggett, the 
Director General of the British Medical Service, sent for me and 
asked me to tell the American people how much he appreciated the 
wonderful service which the American doctors and nurses had 
rendered to the British sick and wounded. He said their work had 
been beyond all praise. He had been anxious to give recognition to 
the gallantry and heroism of the American medical officers and nurses 
serving at the front and had recommended them for honors, but a 
regulation of the American Government prevented their being ac- 
cepted. Nothing that we can do is too good for the American doctors 
and nurses serving with us.'' 

It is stated that Austrian Red Cross nurses attached to the hos- 
pital at Kirchendorff have informed the Austrian military authori- 
ties that the hospital will be closed unless the nurses are given 
adequate food. The nurses, it is added, have been obliged to steal 
the rations intended for their patients in order to live. Some of them 
were caught and imprisoned for their thefts. The military authori- 
ties have promised relief. 



